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Topic Fire Protection and Firefighting Operations

E.J. Henninger with PM Group

March 10, 2026

Register Today

Local Chapters are not authorized to speak for the Society.  Newsletter questions? Please contact Ro Pamidi.

YOUR CHANCE
TO WIN!!!

TWO (2)  RAFFLE  TICKETS*

FOR $50 FOR ALL

ATTENDING ENGINEERS!  

*Pre- reg i s tered  guests  w i l l  rece ive  an  ext ra

t icket  upon  ar r iva l .  

NOT A MEMBER? 
CLICK THE LINK BELOW TO JOIN TODAY

DON’T MISS OUR 
NEW LOCATION!

details below!

5:30 - 6:30PM
6:30 - 6:45PM 
6:45 - 6:50PM
6:50 - 7:00PM
7:00 - 8:00PM

Social
Dinner Buffet
Announcements
Tabletops
Presentation

https://aspedc.org/meetinginfo.php
https://www.aspe.org/membership-global-community/join/
https://www.pinstripes.com/?utm_source=local&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=gmb
https://www.pinstripes.com/?utm_source=local&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=gmb
https://www.pinstripes.com/?utm_source=local&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=gmb
https://aspedc.org/meetinginfo.php
mailto:ro.pamidi@hdrinc.com






Chuck Potter, CPD, GPD, LEED Green Associate
Department Head/Senior Plumbing Engineer

Greenman-Pedersen, Inc
President - ASPE DC Chapter

Dear ASPE DC Members,

February may be the shortest month of the year, but our chapter’s momentum certainly hasn’t slowed. As we move
through the winter season, I want to thank each of you for your continued engagement, professionalism, and support
of ASPE DC.

Our recent events and activities are a direct reflection of the strength of this chapter. Whether you’ve attended
meetings, participated in socials, or simply stayed connected, your involvement is what keeps ASPE DC thriving. It’s
always encouraging to see both familiar faces and new members contributing to the exchange of knowledge and
camaraderie that defines our organization.

Looking ahead, we have more opportunities to connect, learn, and enjoy time together. I encourage you to stay
involved, invite colleagues, and take full advantage of what your membership offers. Strong participation not only
benefits the chapter but also strengthens our industry network as a whole.

Thank you again for being part of ASPE DC and for the energy you bring to this community. I look forward to seeing
many of you at our upcoming events.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS!

March 28 – AYP Top Golf Event!

*Remember that your Chapter survives with your involvement in our events, activities, and meetings*

As always, if anyone has any suggestions regarding ways to make our chapter better, or if there are any questions,
please reach out to us via email: president@aspedc.org. Please try to spread the word to your friends and coworkers
in the industry who may be interested in joining our chapter.

Cheers!

Cheers!
Chuck

PRESIDENT REPORT

https://aspedc.starchapter.com/meetinginfo.php?id=107&ts=1769024859
mailto:president@aspedc.org


DATE Topic Speaker

SEPT 16
Engineering Ethics And
Dispute Resolution Rebecca Bowman

O C T  1 4
Med Gas Design 101 and
NFPA-99 Code Changes

Niki Patel

N O V  1 8
Hot Water Recirculation
Systems

Engineer Presentation -
Chuck Swope (Mueller)

D E C  1 6 Everything We Do Wrong
Panel – moderator, code
reviewer, Contractor, Sr.
Engineer

J A N  2 7 Industry Night Local UA5

F E B  1 7 Rainwater Harvesting
Engineer Presentation -
Dejan Tadic (Setty)

M A R  1 0
Fire Protection and
Firefighting Operations

E.J. Henninger / PM Group

A P R  2 1 Fire Protection Ken Isman

M A Y  1 9 Design Development
Engineer Presentation -
Joe Niedzielski (2RW)

Schedule of Meetings

If you have a specific topic, speaker, or case study you would like to see included in our program, please let us
know. Likewise, if you or your firm would be interested in presenting at one of our sessions, we encourage you to

share your availability.



Tyler Simms, CPD, EIT
Plumbing/Fire Protection

CannonDesign
VP Technical - ASPE DC Chapter

Greetings ASPE members,

Despite challenging weather conditions and a week‑long delay, the joint meeting with the Plumbers &
Gasfitters Local 5 proved to be a tremendous success. It was encouraging to see contractors and engineers
come together to share industry achievements, discuss ongoing challenges, and gain a deeper appreciation for
one another’s day‑to‑day responsibilities. Opportunities like this strengthen cross‑discipline collaboration and
ultimately improve the way we deliver projects.

A special thank‑you goes to Chris Biondi of Local 5 for his instrumental role in coordinating the event—
particularly as the weather added unnecessary complications. His efforts ensured strong contractor
participation and helped make the meeting both productive and well‑rounded.

As we look ahead to our next program, I’m excited for attendees to explore the topic of rainwater harvesting
and its practical applications. This session will be led by Setty & Associates’ Dejan Tadic, CPD, who brings 18
years of design experience with a focus on sustainable and water‑efficient systems. With sustainability playing
an increasingly central role in our future projects, this discussion could not be more timely or relevant.

VICE PRESIDENT- TECHNICAL REPORT





Michelle Stilley
VP Membership - ASPE DC Chapter

Our ASPE DC Chapter continues to grow, and it’s exciting to see new faces joining us at meetings and events
each month. That momentum happens because of you — members who stay engaged and invite colleagues
and friends to experience everything ASPE has to offer.
 
February brings several opportunities to learn, network, and enjoy time together. We kick things off with our
February Chapter Meeting on February 17th at Pinstripes, featuring an Engineer Presentation on Rainwater
Harvesting presented by Dejan Tadic (Setty). This session offers the opportunity to earn credits, expand your
technical knowledge, and strengthen relationships with fellow industry professionals.
 
Just a few days later, join us for one of our most anticipated social events of the year - ASPE DC Casino Night on
February 21st at the STH Training Facility. With classic casino games, networking, food, drinks, and prizes, this
event is the perfect setting to invite a coworker, introduce someone new to the chapter, and enjoy time with
peers in a relaxed, fun environment.
 
Membership in ASPE continues to provide tremendous value:

Access to trusted technical resources and industry standards
Opportunities to earn CEUs, PDHs, and continuing education credits
Leadership and committee involvement that supports career growth
A strong network of professionals who share knowledge and opportunities
Events that combine professional development with meaningful connections

 
One of the best ways to strengthen our chapter is simple: invite someone new. Whether it’s a coworker, a
young professional, or a colleague who has been meaning to attend, bringing a guest helps grow our
community and ensures the continued success of ASPE DC.
We look forward to seeing you this month, and hopefully, a few new faces you bring along. Let’s keep the
momentum going!

VICE PRESIDENT- MEMBERSHIP REPORT





Ameen Osman 
VP Legislative - ASPE DC Chapter

VICE PRESIDENT- LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Happy February

For this month’s edition of the legislative section, we would like to discuss the ICC’s 2024 International Plumbing
Codes, in addition to Chapter 3:

305.8 Expansive soil.

Where expansive soil is identified under buildings in accordance with Section 1803.5.3 of the International
Building Code, but not removed in accordance with Section 1808.6.3 of the International Building Code,
plumbing shall be protected in accordance with Section 305.8.1 or 305.8.2.

What does this section mean, and how does it relate to the plumbing professional in the industry? While section
1803.5.3 of the IBC does define the test parameters of expansive soil, we will present the Federal Highway
Administration, which states: 

Swelling or expansive soils are susceptible to volume change (shrink and swell) with seasonal fluctuations in
moisture content. The magnitude of this volume change is dependent on the type of soil (shrink-swell potential)
and its change in moisture content. A loss of moisture will cause the soil to shrink, while an increase in moisture
will cause it to expand or swell.

Expansive or swelling soil in the United States is a common occurrence; maps have been published showing
estimated locations of expansive soil across the nation. It is the responsibility of design professionals to determine
whether their project is in an area affected by soil expansion. Where expansion soil is removed (usually in localized
areas with shallow layers), section 305.8 does not apply, and this section can be ignored. 

Where expansive soil has not been excavated, and underground piping is to be installed, the expansion and
consolidation of the soil will cause many issues, such as:

Breaking of rigid piping. 
Vertical movement of rigid piping from desired locations. 
Leaking pipes cause soil movement, which can lead to building damage.
Soil movement influences the slope of gravity drainage, leading to backups and damaged piping.
Liability issues for plumbing professionals arising from changing conditions after piping installation. 

https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/IBC2024P1_Ch18_Sec1803.5.3/3796
https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/IBC2024P1_Ch18_Sec1808.6.3/3796
https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/IPCComm2024P1_Ch03_Sec305.8.1/3796
https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/IPCComm2024P1_Ch03_Sec305.8.2/3796


Ameen Osman 
VP Legislative - ASPE DC Chapter

VICE PRESIDENT- LEGISLATIVE REPORT
continued...

Repairs can be very costly and time-consuming for the building owner and may lead to litigation due to the high
cost. Section 305.8 gives us two methods in sections 305.8.1 and 305.8.2, which state: 

305.8.1 Nonisolated foundations.

Under foundations with slabs that are structurally supported by a subgrade, buried plumbing shall be
permitted

Here, 305.8.1 allows for a modified approach to installing plumbing beneath slab-on-grade to limit the
potential for vertical pipe movement. As the volume of the expansion soil changes, the slab and piping will
adapt to it.

305.8.2 Isolated foundations.

Under foundations with a slab or framing that structurally spans over an under-floor space that isolates
the slab or framing from the effects of expansive soil swelling and shrinking in accordance with Section
1808.6.1 of the International Building Code, the plumbing shall be suspended so that plumbing, hangers
and supports are isolated, by a void space, from the effects of expansive soil swelling and shrinking.

Exception: Plumbing shall be permitted to be buried where it provides drainage of an under-floor space.

To protect the void space, soil shall be sloped, benched or retained in accordance with an approved design
methodology. Plumbing, hangers and supports below the slab or framing shall not be permitted to be in
contact with the soil or any assemblage of materials that is in contact with soil in the active zone. A slab
and plumbing shall not be permitted to be lifted as an assembly to create the void space unless the under-
floor space is a crawl space with access to allow inspection of plumbing after lifting.

Exception: Plumbing shall be permitted to be buried where it provides drainage of an under-floor space.

Organic materials subject to decay shall not be used for hangers, supports and soil retention systems.
Materials subject to corrosion shall not be used for hangers, supports and soil retention systems unless
protected in an approved manner. Where plumbing transitions to a buried condition beyond the perimeter
of the foundation, an adequately flexible expansion joint shall be provided in the plumbing system to
accommodate the effects of expansive soil swelling and shrinking.

Many manufacturers design products to comply with section 305.8.2. Below are some details to help with
visualization. 

https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/IBC2024P1_Ch18_Sec1808.6.1/3796
https://codes.iccsafe.org/lookup/IBC2024P1_Ch18_Sec1808.6.1/3796


Ameen Osman 
VP Legislative - ASPE DC Chapter

VICE PRESIDENT- LEGISLATIVE REPORT

"It's not that I'm so smart, it's just that I stay with problems longer."
-Albert Einstein-

Figure 1 Figure 2

Figure 3





By
David Bailey

Last month’s review involves adding a breakroom sink to an existing warehouse space. The faucet specified has a 1.75
GPM flow rate per drawing note, or 1.80 GPM per on-line manufacturer’s spec sheet. The problem was two-fold. The
water heater kW was too low, and the flow rate of faucet was too high. The quick solution from a Plumbing Designer’s
point-of-view would be specifying a CM-40l-277 tankless water heater and a 1.0 GPM rated faucet.  Also, since the faucet
desired is a pull-down spray type, remember to equip the supplies with ASSE 1024 BFPs. Since the delta T has a potential
of 76 degrees F, the water heater’s thermostatic feature comes into play.

Again, WSSC Water has adopted the 2024 IPC, the 2024 IFGC, and the 2024 WSSC Water P&FGC effective December 1,
2025. All permit applications received by the Commission on or after that date shall result in the linked plan cases to be
subjected to these new Codes. Please make sure that applicable drawing submissions are designed to meet or exceed
these recent 2024 Code adoptions.

For this month’s review, this is a result of an Inspector’s citing, and a subsequent submission of a waiver request. As you
can see (in the partial ground floor plan below), the combined water service proposed meanders over twenty-five feet
underground within the structures envelope thereby exceeding the five-foot limit per Code. However, not just the 2021
WSSC Water P&FG Code, but the County’s adoption of the NFPA.

PLUMBING PLANS REVIEWER’S CORNER



continued

Thus, WSSC Water is unable to consider approving the waiver request until the County, the AHJ regarding NFPA matters,
takes a decision. So, how is it that this was not caught during the review? The probable reason is that the proposed water
service was not shown on the ground floor plan until this waiver request submission. Instead, the reviewer may have
totally relied on the notation presented on the basement floor plan referencing the Civil Site Plan per part plan
(presented on the next page) and never followed up with obtaining the drawing(s). It is on the basement plan I have
discovered another Code violation. Can you see what is at issue? There is a key word in the previous paragraph that may
be of some assistance.

Partial Bsmt Floor Plan

PLUMBING PLANS REVIEWER’S CORNER














































