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Register Today

Local Chapters are not authorized to speak for the Society.  Newsletter questions? Please contact Ro Pamidi.

YOUR CHANCE
TO WIN!!!

TWO (2)  RAFFLE  TICKETS*

FOR $50 FOR ALL

ATTENDING ENGINEERS!  

*Pre- reg i s tered  guests  w i l l  rece ive  an  ext ra

t icket  upon  ar r iva l .  

NOT A MEMBER? 
CLICK THE LINK BELOW TO JOIN TODAY

DON’T MISS OUR 
NEW LOCATION!

details below!

5:30 - 6:30PM
6:30 - 6:45PM 
6:45 - 6:50PM
6:50 - 7:00PM
7:00 - 8:00PM

Social
Dinner Buffet
Announcements
Tabletops
Presentation

Date:
Topic: Fire Protection - changes to the 2025 edition of NFPA-13

April 21, 2026

Speaker: Ken Isman, UMD Professor

https://aspedc.org/meetinginfo.php
https://www.aspe.org/membership-global-community/join/
https://www.pinstripes.com/?utm_source=local&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=gmb
https://www.pinstripes.com/?utm_source=local&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=gmb
https://www.pinstripes.com/?utm_source=local&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=gmb
https://aspedc.org/meetinginfo.php
mailto:ro.pamidi@hdrinc.com






DATE Topic Speaker

SEPT 16
Engineering Ethics And
Dispute Resolution Rebecca Bowman

O C T  1 4
Med Gas Design 101 and
NFPA-99 Code Changes

Niki Patel

N O V  1 8
Hot Water Recirculation
Systems

Engineer Presentation -
Chuck Swope (Mueller)

D E C  1 6 Everything We Do Wrong
Panel – moderator, code
reviewer, Contractor, Sr.
Engineer

J A N  2 7 Industry Night Local UA5

F E B  1 7 Rainwater Harvesting
Engineer Presentation -
Dejan Tadic (Setty) 

M A R  1 0
Fire Protection and
Firefighting Operations

E.J. Henninger / PM Group

A P R  2 1
Fire Protection - changes to
the 2025 edition of NFPA-13

Ken Isman (UMD)

M A Y  1 9 Design Development
Engineer Presentation -
Joe Niedzielski (2RW)

Schedule of Meetings

If you have a specific topic, speaker, or case study you would like to see included in our program, please let us
know. Likewise, if you or your firm would be interested in presenting at one of our sessions, we encourage you to

share your availability.



Chuck Potter, CPD, GPD, LEED Green Associate
Department Head/Senior Plumbing Engineer

Greenman-Pedersen, Inc
President - ASPE DC Chapter

Dear ASPE DC Members,

Spring is almost here in the DC area, which means two things: the weather is slowly getting better, and construction
schedules are about to get a lot busier. Before things ramp up too much, I want to take a moment to thank everyone who
came out to our Winter Social/Casino Night. It was a fantastic night for the ASPE DC Chapter, and if you missed it…well, let’s
just say between the networking, the laughs, and over $7,500 in raffle prizes, you definitely missed out.

It was great to see so many members, sponsors, and industry friends together in one place. Events like that are a reminder
that while we all spend our days talking about pipe sizing, code interpretations, and coordination meetings that could have
been emails, this chapter is really about the people.

Looking ahead, we have an exciting spring lined up for the ASPE DC Chapter. Events like the upcoming Topgolf outing in
Loudoun are a great opportunity for younger professionals to network, build relationships, and get involved in the
plumbing engineering community. If you haven’t attended an AYP event yet, I encourage you to check one out!

As always, I want to thank our sponsors, volunteers, and board members who dedicate their time to making our chapter
successful. Your support allows us to provide technical education, networking opportunities, and a strong professional
community for plumbing engineers throughout the DC region.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS!

March 14, 21, & 28 – ASPE DC and Baltimore Chapter 2026 CPD Review Class
March 28 – AYP Top Golf Event!

April 16 – Affiliate Appreciation Night (invite only)

*Remember that your Chapter survives with your involvement in our events, activities, and meetings*

As always, if anyone has any suggestions regarding ways to make our chapter better, or if there are any questions, please
reach out to us via email: president@aspedc.org. Please try to spread the word to your friends and coworkers in the
industry who may be interested in joining our chapter.

Cheers!

PRESIDENT REPORT

https://aspedc.starchapter.com/meetinginfo.php?id=111&ts=1772824087
https://aspedc.starchapter.com/meetinginfo.php?id=107&ts=1769024859
https://aspedc.starchapter.com/meetinginfo.php?id=108&ts=1771510684
mailto:president@aspedc.org


Cydney Johnstone
 

Tyler Simms
Maryland

tyler@thejoyceagency.com

Michelle Stilley
 

Troy Monteith
 Southern Virginia DC Metro Specifications Manager

MEET OUR SPECIFICATIONS TEAM

MANUFACTURERS WE REPRESENT

cydney@thejoyceagency.com michelle@thejoyceagency.com tmonteith@thejoyceagency.com

Proudly Representing Leading
Plumbing and HVAC Manufacturers

in the Mid-Atlantic Region Since 1982





Tyler Simms, CPD, EIT
Maryland Specifications

The Joyce Agency
VP Technical - ASPE DC Chapter

Hello all,

I hope everyone is sick of the snow at this point because it’s only going to get warmer from here. To those of you who
attended last month’s casino night, I want to personally thank you for your participation. I also want to thank our annual
sponsors as well as those organizations that contributed gifts for the raffle. It was a fun event and those who were
unable to make it really missed out. 

As for our last chapter meeting, I was unable to attend but I heard from attendees the topic was well received. I do not
see that changing because for the next two months, we will be hosting back-to-back fire protection topics. 

Our March meeting will focus on firefighting ground operations. Our speaker, E.J. Henninger, has over 25 years of
experience in fire protection design and is a volunteer firefighter. Because of his experience on both sides of the
firefighting industry, I cannot think of anyone better to share their knowledge of building and fire protection systems.
This presentation is looking to bridge the gap between system design and emergency response. 

Our April meeting will continue the ‘hot’ topic with covering the updates to NFPA 13 which encompasses major changes
to the design of fire sprinkler systems in certain conditions. I will speak more on the latter topic in next month’s
newsletter, but I hope I have piqued your interest. 

Don’t count the days; Make the days count – Muhammad Ali

VICE PRESIDENT- TECHNICAL REPORT





Michelle Stilley
VP Membership - ASPE DC Chapter

One of the greatest benefits of being an ASPE member is access to education, resources, and professional connections—
and our March programming is no exception. The energy we’re seeing at meetings and events is a great reminder that
our chapter grows stronger every time members show up, stay involved, and invite others to experience the value of
ASPE.
 
We hope everyone enjoyed the chapter meeting with E.J. Henninger (PM Group). It’s always refreshing and inspiriting to
look at design from a different perspective and this program did just that! 
 
If you, or someone you know, is working toward their CPD, E.J. Dwyer is generously hosting a CPD Review Class over the
next three Saturdays. Led by our very own David Bailey, this is an amazing opportunity to learn from one of the best in
the industry. Programs like this demonstrate our chapter’s commitment to supporting the continued growth and
professional development of our members.
 
We’re also thrilled to spotlight our upcoming ASPE DC Young Professionals (AYP) Social at Topgolf, where emerging
professionals and industry peers can connect in a relaxed, welcoming environment. AYP events are designed to support
the next generation of our industry by creating opportunities to build relationships, share experiences, and grow
professionally — all while having some fun along the way. And remember, no golf experience is required!
 
Events like these highlight one of the greatest strengths of ASPE — the ability to bring people together across experience
levels and specialties to learn from one another and build meaningful connections.
 
Membership continues to provide tremendous value, including:

Access to trusted technical resources and industry standards
Opportunities to earn CEUs, PDHs, and continuing education credits
Leadership and volunteer opportunities that support professional growth
A strong network of peers and mentors
Programs like AYP that support emerging professionals and future industry leaders

One of the most impactful ways to support our chapter is simple — invite a coworker, colleague, or friend to join you at a
meeting or event. Whether they’re new to the industry, curious about ASPE, or looking to expand their network, bringing
a guest helps strengthen our community and keeps our chapter growing.
 
We look forward to seeing you this month — and hopefully meeting a few new faces you bring along. Let’s keep the
momentum going!

 

VICE PRESIDENT- MEMBERSHIP REPORT





Hey Everyone,

For this month’s legislative section, this article will discuss NFPA 13’s allowable sprinkler omission locations in
section 9.2. While this does represent a recent code/standard update or change, it is important to understand
provisions to better deliver value to clients and provide cost saving opportunities where applicable. This month we
will examine the omission of sprinklers above cloud ceilings in section 9.2.7, here the standard breaks the
omission requirements into two parts: 9.2.7.1 and 9.2.7.2. Today, we will focus on section 9.2.7.1, which focuses on
the prescriptive criteria that cloud ceilings must meet, the standard states:

Sprinklers shall be permitted to be omitted above cloud ceilings where all of the following apply:
 

The combined total area of the openings around the cloud are less than or equal to 20 percent of the area of
the ceiling, construction feature, or plane used to determine the boundaries of the compartment.

The width of the gap and the maximum sprinkler protection area are in accordance with Table 9.2.7.1.

The requirements of 9.2.7.2 are met.

Spaces above cloud ceilings contain either noncombustible or limited-combustible construction with minimal
combustible loading.

 

Ameen Osman 
VP Legislative - ASPE DC Chapter

VICE PRESIDENT- LEGISLATIVE REPORT

https://link.nfpa.org/publications/13/2025/chapters/9#ID000130006560
https://link.nfpa.org/publications/13/2025/chapters/9#ID000130006561


Ameen Osman 
VP Legislative - ASPE DC Chapter

VICE PRESIDENT- LEGISLATIVE REPORT
This month, we will focus only on the first criterion, which limits the total open area around a cloud ceiling to 20
percent or less (). To better understand this requirement, let’s consider the following example:

As we can see the total ceiling area, A(Total): 24' x 27 = 648 SF

Area of each tile, A(Tile): 7.333' x 8' = 58.67 SF

Which gives us an opening area of, A(Opening): A(Total) - A(Tile) = 119.97 SF

Converting that into a usable percentage, A(Opening)/A(Total) x 100 = 18.5% 

This gives us which complies with the 20 percent criterion in 9.2.7.1 for this example. 

The only true wisdom is in knowing you know nothing - Socrates of Athens

Thank you for reading this section of the ASPE DC Chapter Newsletter and we will continue this series in next month’s
edition by exploring the next criterion for omitting sprinklers above cloud ceilings.





By
David Bailey

Last month’s review involves a proposed gas line that was pictured on the basement floor plan. What wasn’t
clear was whether the piping was installed below the first-floor slab in an unexcavated area within the building
envelope or a conditioned crawlspace per the drawing submitted. No additional information became available
during the meeting.

This month’s issue revolves around a combi-over/steamer. Since the electrical cooking equipment was neither
identified on the floor plan nor the riser diagram, there was no accounting of it prior to the permit’s issuance. It
turns out that the equipment requires two water connections, one for untreated domestic water, and one
treated for water to address the hardness level. Also, in anticipation of the need for a drain, the Plumber
installed a PVC receptor and drainpipe. After further research, the indirect waste would reach temperatures
hovering around 180 F. Without further information, what backflow preventor(s) would be required for the
water sources and how are PVC drain components provided for the grease waste line to be addressed?

o

PLUMBING PLANS REVIEWER’S CORNER
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