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Topic ASPE DC/UA5 Industry Night

January 27, 2026

Industry Night

Register Today

Local Chapters are not authorized to speak for the Society.  Newsletter questions? Please contact Ro Pamidi.

YOUR CHANCE
TO WIN!!!

TWO (2)  RAFFLE  TICKETS*

FOR $50 FOR ALL

ATTENDING ENGINEERS!  

*Pre- reg i s tered  guests  w i l l  rece ive  an  ext ra

t icket  upon  ar r iva l .  

NOT A MEMBER? 
CLICK THE LINK BELOW TO JOIN TODAY

DON’T MISS OUR 
NEW LOCATION!

details below!

See details in this newsletter

https://aspedc.org/meetinginfo.php
https://www.aspe.org/membership-global-community/join/
https://www.pinstripes.com/?utm_source=local&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=gmb
https://www.pinstripes.com/?utm_source=local&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=gmb
https://www.pinstripes.com/?utm_source=local&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=gmb
https://aspedc.org/meetinginfo.php
mailto:ro.pamidi@hdrinc.com






DATE Topic Speaker

SEPT 16
Engineering Ethics And
Dispute Resolution Rebecca Bowman

O C T  1 4
Med Gas Design 101 and
NFPA-99 Code Changes

Niki Patel

N O V  1 8
Hot Water Recirculation
Systems

Engineer Presentation -
Chuck Swope (Mueller)

D E C  1 6 Everything We Do Wrong
Panel – moderator, code
reviewer, Contractor, Sr.
Engineer

J A N  2 7 Industry Night Local UA5

F E B  1 7 Topic TBD
Engineer Presentation -
Michael Do (Setty)

M A R  1 0
Communication Skills and
Bridging Generational Gaps

Niki Patel and BJ Allen

A P R  2 1 Fire Protection Ken Isman

M A Y  1 9 Topic TBD
Engineer Presentation -
Joe Niedzielski (2RW)

Schedule of Meetings

If you have a specific topic, speaker, or case study you would like to see included in our program, please let us
know. Likewise, if you or your firm would be interested in presenting at one of our sessions, we encourage you to

share your availability.



Chuck Potter, CPD, GPD, LEED Green Associate
Department Head/Senior Plumbing Engineer

Greenman-Pedersen, Inc
President - ASPE DC Chapter

Happy New Year, ASPE DC!

As we begin 2026, I want to thank each of you for the energy, engagement, and support you brought to our chapter
over the past year. ASPE DC continues to thrive because of our members who are committed to advancing our
profession and supporting one another.

January is a great time to reset and refocus. This year, our chapter will continue to emphasize high-quality technical
education, meaningful networking opportunities, and strong engagement with both long-time members and those
new to ASPE. Our goal remains the same: to provide practical, relevant content that helps you do your job better while
strengthening the plumbing engineering community in the DC region.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS!

January 27 - ASPE DC/UA5 Industry Night 2026
February 21 - ASPE DC Winter Social/Casino Night!

*Remember that your Chapter survives with your involvement in our events, activities, and meetings*

As always, if anyone has any suggestions regarding ways to make our chapter better, or if there are any questions,
please reach out to us via email: president@aspedc.org. Please try to spread the word to your friends and coworkers
in the industry who may be interested in joining our chapter.

Wishing you a healthy, successful, and rewarding New Year.

Cheers!
Chuck

PRESIDENT REPORT

https://aspedc.starchapter.com/meetinginfo.php?id=101&ts=1758144801
https://aspedc.starchapter.com/meetinginfo.php?id=102&ts=1759259982
mailto:president@aspedc.org








Tyler Simms, CPD, EIT
Plumbing/Fire Protection

CannonDesign
VP Technical - ASPE DC Chapter

Greetings ASPE members,

Our last meeting took the shape of a lively panel discussion, and the room was buzzing with the kind of candid
honesty only a panel of seasoned plumbing pros can deliver. The conversation circled around a shared theme:
earlier collaboration with contractors and code officials leads to smoother projects and fewer headaches for
everyone involved. The panel highlighted that engineers need to feel empowered to stand firmly behind their
designs. Since we’re the ones who understand the codes, calculations, and technical reasoning, the panel
encouraged everyone to advocate early for the space and layout required to ensure constructability. Panelists
also stressed the value of more frequent site visits—because once those walls close up, hidden mistakes have
a way of becoming long‑term surprises. And about working in the post‑pandemic era, it was stated the hybrid
work style has reshaped our industry for both the good and bad. While training newcomers has become
trickier, we have entered the age of better communication tools which has allowed for more frequent
conversations and faster feedback loops.

With that momentum, we’re excited to keep the learning—and the fun—going at our upcoming Industry Night
with the local UA5 union. This event promises hands‑on demos and a mini product show packed with
opportunities to explore new tools and technologies. Whether you’re a seasoned engineer or just starting out,
it’s a great chance to connect with the folks who install the systems we design and to strengthen the
collaboration that keeps our industry moving forward. Mark your calendar for January 27! Doors open at 5 PM,
and we’d love to see you there.

VICE PRESIDENT- TECHNICAL REPORT









Michelle Stilley
VP Membership - ASPE DC Chapter

A new year brings fresh energy, new opportunities, and continued growth for the ASPE DC Chapter. We’re
excited to welcome new members into our community and to keep building on the momentum we’ve created
together. Month after month, our chapter continues to grow—and it’s a reflection of the value, connection, and
fun that ASPE brings to our industry.
 
As we start the year, we encourage you to help us keep that momentum going. Invite a colleague, bring a
friend, or introduce someone new to ASPE at one of our upcoming events. It’s a simple way to grow our
chapter, strengthen our network, and share the benefits of ASPE with others.
 
We’re kicking off the year with a can’t-miss event: Industry Night at UA Local 5 Plumbers & Gasfitters Union,
happening on January 27th from 6:00–8:00 PM. This event is free for members and non-members, making it
the perfect opportunity to bring a friend or coworker along. Whether they’re curious about ASPE, new to the
industry, or simply looking to expand their network, Industry Night offers a behind-the-scenes experience and
a great introduction to what our chapter is all about.
 
Looking ahead, we have plenty to be excited about. A Casino Night in February, an upcoming ASPE Young
Professionals (AYP) event this spring, and our regular chapter meetings—where members can earn credits,
learn from industry experts, and connect with peers—are just a few of the ways we continue to blend
professional development with fun and community.
 
Being an ASPE member means more than attending meetings. It’s access to technical resources and industry
standards, opportunities to earn CEUs and PDHs, leadership and committee involvement, and a strong
network of professionals who support one another’s growth. These are the same benefits that make ASPE
valuable to your colleagues and peers—so don’t hesitate to share your experience and invite them to see
firsthand what our chapter has to offer.
 
Bring a friend, invite a coworker, or introduce someone new to ASPE at our upcoming events—especially
Industry Night on January 27th. It’s the easiest way to grow our chapter, strengthen our network, and start the
year with fresh connections.

VICE PRESIDENT- MEMBERSHIP REPORT





Ameen Osman 
VP Legislative - ASPE DC Chapter

VICE PRESIDENT- LEGISLATIVE REPORT

It's a New Year!

As we begin 2026, I would like to thank you all for the continued support you have shown the ASPE D.C.
Chapter. For this month's legislative section, I would like to discuss testing Plastic DWV piping. The 2024
edition of the IPC has added section 312.4, Drainage and vent vacuum testing, providing uniformity with the
International Residential Code (IRC), which added an alternative test method for plastic DWV piping through
vacuum testing in the 2021 edition.

312.4 Drainage and vent vacuum test. The portion of the drainage and vent system under test shall be
evacuated of air by a vacuum type pump to achieve a uniform gauge pressure of negative 5 pounds per square
inch or a negative 10 inches of mercury column (negative 34 kPa). This pressure shall be held without the removal
of additional air for a period of 15 minutes. Any adjustments to the test pressure required because of changes in
ambient temperatures or the seating of gaskets shall be made prior to the beginning of the test period.

As mentioned in the code, this method allows contractors to test piping in the winter months when
temperatures reach freezing, making testing plastic pipe impractical. It also provides an alternative to water
testing, which can cause flood damage and leave a mess. While this method of testing seems fine in theory,
there may be practical challenges with the vacuum method.

For example, Charlotte Pipe’s Plastics Technical and Installation Manual states that ABS and PVC piping
may be tested to 8.75 inches of mercury; testing to 10 inches of mercury may be challenging, and
consultation with the manufacturer of choice would be required to ensure safety. Also, identifying the
source of the leak would be difficult, especially in large systems, since there is no visible test medium
(water) leaking from the joints or pipes. It should also be noted that an antifreeze solution, such as
propylene glycol, can be used when testing DWV piping in freezing conditions. 

Thank you for reading this section of the ASPE DC Chapter Newsletter.





By
David Bailey

Happy New Year everyone. Last month’s review is the result of a project that I had undertaken.The floor plan below drew
my attention immediately but not necessarily Code item. If you’ll remember, there was a waste line design in the ceiling
space with a Plumbing Note designation of 17. Unfortunately, the listed number of Drawing Notes on the sheet stopped
at 14, oops. 

This month’s review involves adding a breakroom sink to an existing warehouse space. The faucet specified has a 1.75
GPM flow rate per drawing note, or 1.80 GPM per on-line manufacturer’s spec sheet. The drawing under review has the
following Schedule. What is the issue that was identified contributing to the disapproval of the drawing set submission?

PLUMBING PLANS REVIEWER’S CORNER

On another important subject, WSSC Water adopted the 2024 IPC, the 2024 IFGC, and the WSSC Water P&FGC effective
December 1, 2025. All permit applications received by the Commission last month and linked plan cases are affected.
Please make sure that applicable drawing submissions are designed to meet or exceed these recent 2024 Code
adoptions.






































